THE   CAREER   OF   THE   FOX  SISTERS

S. C. Hall, Mr. W. H. Harrison (editor of The Spiritu-
alist] > Miss Rosamund Dale Owen (who afterwards
married Laurence Oliphant), and the Rev. John Page
Hopps.

The new-comer began to hold sittings soon after
her arrival. At one of the first of these, on November
24, 1871, a representative of The Times was present,
and he published a detailed account of the stance,
which was held jointly with D. D. Home, a close
friend of the medium. This appeared in an article
entitled " Spiritualism and Science," occupying three
and a half columns of leading type. The Times Com-
missioner speaks of Miss Fox taking him to the door
of the room and inviting him to stand by her and to
hold her hands, which he did, " when loud thumps
seemed to come from the panels, as if done with the
fist. These were repeated at our request any number
of times." He mentioned that he tried every test
that he could think of, that Miss Fox and Mr. Home
gave every opportunity for examination, and that
their feet and hands were held.

In the course of a leading article on the above
report and the correspondence that came from it, The
Times (January 6, 1873) declared that there was no
case for scientific inquiry:

Many sensible readers, we fear, will think we owe them
an apology for opening our columns to a controversy on
such a subject as Spiritualism and thus treating as an open
or debatable question what should rather be dismissed at
once as either an imposture or a delusion. But even an
imposture may call for unmasking, and popular delusions
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